
  
     
    Ref. No. IWF/11/2017/PM/001 
 

 
To 
Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,  
Prime Minister’s Office,  
Government of India,  
South Block, Raisina Hill, New Delhi-110001 
Email: pmosb@pmo.nic.in  
 
 
CC to: Dr Harsh Vardhan, Hon'ble Union Minister, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, GOI; Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi 
Marg, New Delhi-110001 
Email: dr.harshvardhan@nic.in  
 
CC to: Sh. Nitin Gadkari, Hon'ble Union Minister, Ministry of Water Resource, RD & GR, M/o 
Road Transport & Highways & Shipping, Government of India, 2nd floor Shram Shakti 
Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001 
Email: minister-mowr@nic.in  
 

CC to: H.E. Sh. Anil Baijal, Hon’ble Lt. Governor of Delhi, Government of N.C.T. of 
Delhi, Block 6 Raj Niwas Marg, Civil Lines, New Delhi-110054 
Email: pstolg.delhi@nic.in  
 
 
Subject: Regarding Environmental and Water-related Woes of Delhi – Urgency for Central 
Government’s Intervention to Salvage the Situation 
 
 
Hon’ble Sir, 
 
It is a matter of pride for all of us Indians that the country is witnessing an all-round 
transformation, ranging from vibrant economy to proactive policies and heightened status of India 
in the comity of nations, under the short span of less than four years of your dynamic and 
inspiring leadership. Your innovative ideas – be it Swachchh Bharat, Make In India, Digital India, 
Skill India, Startup India, Mudra Bank, financial inclusion and social security measures, among 
others – have proved instrumental in transforming lives of the million of the people leading to 
their catapult to the national mainstream from the fringes and become proactive partners in 
country’s growth story.  
 
 
 



 
 
In the realm of foreign policy also, the country has witnessed a remarkable transformation under 
your dynamic leadership, especially in terms of India’s growing strategic partnership with the US, 
Japan, Russia, Germany, France and other countries. India is eliciting increasing international 
support on crucial issues having bearing on our national interest and global peace and security. 
Multi-facetted developments achieved by India under your dynamic leadership propel every 
countryman not to resist the temptation of agreeing with what our present Hon’ble Vice-President 
wrote about you: “…the country is in the hands of not only a good administrator, but a reformer, 
performer and a transformer.” 
 
Similar dynamism, innovative ideas, diligence, commitment and steadfastness is required to pull 
Delhi, the national capital, out of the present woeful imbroglio being caused by the vagaries of 
climate change and water-related problems.  
 
Delhi is beset with the perennial problem of pollution – air and water. Air pollution, also 
called smog, visiting northern parts of India, especially Delhi, Haryana, Punjab and some 
parts of Uttar Pradesh in the winter, is a recurring phenomenon which has so far evaded a 
permanent solution to this man-made menace. Increasing levels of air pollution are responsible for 
higher incidence rate of respiratory diseases, cancer, and heart diseases in the capital, which is attested to 
by various studies. A recent report released by UK-based the Lancet Commission on Pollution 
and Health points out that as many as 2.5 million people died because of pollution in India in 
2015, a figure which is highest in the world. The report further reveals that globally the number of 
deaths due to pollution stood at 9 million - three times more than AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria 
combined. 
 
Increasing population, improved life-styles and sanitation exert pressure on per capita water 
demand levels in Delhi, which outstrips the supply too often. Delhi depends on river Yamuna and 
partially on river Ganga for its share of raw water. Surface water contributes to over 86% of Delhi’s 
total water supply. Yamuna, a perennial river, provides the major share of this water supply. However, 
urban agglomeration of NCT Delhi is the major contributor of pollution  
 
World’s major cities are situated on the river banks which include Venice (on river-The Arno), 
New York (on River Hudson), Budapest (on the bank of Danube river), Paris (on the river Rhine) 
and London (on the banks of river Thames). Pristine scenic beauty and crystal-clear water of these 
rivers add to the glory of these cities. On the other hand, over-polluted water of Yamuna River 
negates the historic importance of Delhi as well as the glory of Red Fort and Taj Mahal, which are 
located on the banks of this River.  
 
In view of India’s growing role in global economic and political realms, Delhi entails the 
likelihood of emerging as geo-economic hub of the world. Thus, there arises urgency for 
salvaging Yamuna River from its present grim position and help restore its pristine glory which 
will ultimately contribute not only to Delhi’s prestige but to India’s standing as well. 
 
The Government of Delhi neither has required infrastructure nor sufficient fiscal resources and 
state-of-art technology in combating the menace of air pollution or water pollution. On the other 
hand, Central Government is well equipped and well-paced in terms of infrastructure capabilities, 
fiscal resources and technology to deal effectively with the menace of air and water pollution. 
Thus, we at India Water Foundation, strongly feel that it is the high time for the Union 
Government under your inspiring leadership to intervene in tackling these problems  
 



 

IWF’s Past Endeavours 

India Water Foundation (IWF), a non-profit civil society and think tank, is engaged in enhancing 
public awareness about Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and major components of the 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change, with specific emphasis on SDG-1 on About Ending Poverty, 
SDG-2 about Food Security, SDG-6 about Water & Sanitation, SDG-7 about Energy and SDG-13 
about combating Climate Change, in Asia-Pacific region in general and India in particular. It also 
emphasizes on familiarizing the people regarding the vital role water, energy and environment 
play in human lives, their impact on health, economic growth, livelihoods of the people and 
calamities that wreak havoc due to non-judicious harnessing of these natural resources. 
Generation of this awareness is facilitated through seminars, conferences, symposia, outreach and 
personal contact programs etc. As water is an essential component of power generation and food 
production, therefore, IWF is also engaged in ensuring environmental security, water security, 
energy security and food security which are essential for sustainable development. 
 
India Water Foundation has Special Observer’s status with Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) of the United Nations and is accredited to the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA). It 
has been also empaneled as Key Resource Centre (KRC) under Ministry of Drinking Water & 
Sanitation, Government of India. 
 
India Water Foundation (IWF) has, since its inception, been making endeavours by writing  
letters to the line ministries of central government, Government of Delhi and also to the then  
Hon’ble PM of India Sh. Manmohan Singh. Since then we have been continuously pursuing this 
through consistent efforts by sending its feedback and following up from time to time in the realm 
of water sector. It is worth mentioning here that IWF had made a PPT presentation before the 
Hon’ble CEO of the DJB on 28 September 2011.   The matter was further taken up in the meeting 
between the representatives of the IWF and Additional CEO, DJB, in the presence of RW Cell on 
19 October 2011 and the specific emphasis in this meeting was made on developing NCT 
Yamuna Plain, construction of ponds and developing Catchment Area etc. However, no tangible 
outcome became discernible subsequently.  
 
On 24 March 2012, IWF sent a Concept note on Sustainable Water Supply in Delhi, which inter 
alia emphasized on enhancing inter-secotral convergence in water sector, reducing pollution level 
of Yamuna River and augmenting the capacity of existing water treatment plants to recycle the 
treated water for reuse.   
 
In early April 2012, IWF sent a Proposal for Outreach Program for Generating Awareness about 
Water Related Issues and Clean Yamuna Campaign in the Delhi Region to the then chief minister 
of Delhi, which elicited no response. 
 
IWF participated in the meeting held on Delhi Water Policy at Chief Secretary’s office in New 
Delhi in May 2013. The IWF had sent its comments on the New Water Policy of Delhi on 19 May 
2013, inter alia emphasizing on inclusion of following points into the new water policy: evolving 
a comprehensive policy of water sharing with the neighbouring states of Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh, on bilateral basis; need for inter-sectoral convergence; 
framing groundwater rules; emphasis on capacity building of stakeholders; emphasis on water-
energy-food nexus and developing water reservoirs in the river -bed of Yamuna.  
 
 
 



 
 
On 30 December 2013, IWF in a communication addressed to the then newly-elected chief 
minister of Delhi, while making a pointed reference to the vast array of problems being 
confronted by Delhi, emphasized on the need for developing a comprehensive Water Security 
Roadmap for the National Capital Region (NCR), with specific emphasis on devising measures 
for ensuring water security in the region under the jurisdiction of DJB. It also offered its 
cooperation in the monitoring and evaluation of DJB-funded Rain Water Harvesting (RWH) and 
ground water recharging schemes; in the identification and development of new ground water 
sources in Flood -plain-aquifer systems of Yamuna River and help in water quality monitoring 
and assessment work in NCT Delhi in water quality problem areas. 
  

On 21 February 2015, IWF in a communication addressed to the then Deputy Chief Minister of 
Delhi had called for the urgency of adopting a full-fledged water policy for Delhi which could 
help in making Delhi as an exemplary model of a Smart City of global standard. Despite its best 
and earnest endeavours to cooperate with the Government of Delhi in water sector to help 
mitigate people’s water woes, IWF has been unable to elicit favourable/encouraging response thus 
far.   
 
India Water Foundation has the requisite field experience and expertise in dealing with water-
related issues by virtue of it being the knowledge partner of the Meghalaya Basin Development 
Authority (MBDA), Government of Meghalaya for over about a decade now. Partial inputs by 
IWF helped the Government of Meghalaya to launch its flagship programme entitled Integrated 
Basin Development and Livelihood Programme (IBDLP), which is under implementation since 
2012 in a mission-mode via more than score missions. Judicious management of natural 
resources, including water, has enabled the Government of Meghalaya to ensure water, energy 
and food security, enhance people’s resilience to climate change and improve livelihoods of the 
people. By virtue of this, Meghalaya has emerged as lynchpin in translating Your Honour’s Act 
East Policy into a reality.    
 
Way Forward 
 
We at India Water Foundation strongly feel that tackling the problem of pollution of Yamuna 
River will go a long way in mitigating water-related problems of the citizens of Delhi. This 
requires the necessity of establishing a nodal agency to be designated, for example, as National 
Yamuna Basin Management Authority (NYBMA), with its sub-agencies at state level in the 
neighbourhood of the National Capital region (NCR) as explained below: 
   
National Yamuna Basin Management Authority (NYBMA)  
 
Yamuna River flows through various towns and cities of Uttarakhand, Haryana, Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh. There is need for a central nodal agency in the form of National Yamuna Basin 
Management Authority (NYBMA) which should have state-wise branch bodies like Uttarakhand 
Yamuna Basin Development Authority (UYBDA), Delhi Yamuna Basin Development Authority 
(DYBDA), Haryana Yamuna basin Development Authority (HYBDA) and Uttar Pradesh 
Yamuna basin Development Authority (UPYBDA).  
 
 
 
 



 
As far as Delhi is concerned, there are multiple agencies and ministries dealing with River 
Yamuna. Union Government and its various ministries like Ministry of Water Resources, 
Ministry of Urban Development, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation etc. to deal with 
Issues related to Yamuna River. Besides, there is Government of Delhi with its various ministries 
and departments, including Delhi Jal Board to deal with water related issues.  
 
Besides, there is Delhi Development Authority (DDA) that looks after the floodplains of the 
Yamuna River. Thus, existence of these multiple agencies/ministries results in overlapping of 
jurisdiction and duplication of work. The constitution of Delhi Yamuna Basin Development 
Authority (DYBDA) as a nodal agency for managing the Delhi stretch of River Yamuna will 
forge synergy between Central agencies/ministries and the agencies/ministries of Delhi 
Government thereby culminating in effective implementation of Yamuna River related plans and 
yield more quick results. The DYBDA can be headed by a senior and experienced MP from 
Delhi.  
 
Similar pattern can be adopted in tackling air pollution. 
 
India Water Foundation is keen to render its yeoman services in the larger national interest as may 
be deemed appropriate by Your Honour. We do hope that Your Honour will be kind enough to 
afford us an opportunity in making our humble contribution in making Delhi a water-surplus state 
and help restore the pristine glory of the Yamuna River.  
 
Please find attached a self-contained note on Salvaging Yamuna River for your honour’s kind 
perusal and information.   
 
With best regards, 
 
Yours sincerely,       Dated: 24/11/2017 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Arvind Kumar 
President, Chair & Founder 
India Water Foundation 
Email: drarvind@indiawaterfoundation.org  
Website: http://www.indiawaterfoundation.org/  

 
 
 
 
 
 Encl.: One 


